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Scripture makes very clear not only the 
importance of prayer, but the necessity 
of prayer.  It is helpful to take a moment 
to understand the difference, and the 
ramifications of that difference. 
When we speak of something as being 
important, we are referring to the reality 
that it is of great significance and value 
and that it is very likely to have a pro-
found effect on the success, 
survival, or well-being of the 
subject at hand.  When some-
thing is important, it is “best 
that we have it” as opposed to 
“not having it.” 
 
For most of us, it is no prob-
lem to accept the fact that 
prayer is important.  We have 
been taught that from our ear-
liest days of the faith.  But I 
wonder if in accepting prayer 
as just important, we have 
missed an even greater truth – 
that it is absolutely necessary. 
When I speak of prayer as being neces-
sary, I mean that in the sense of being 
required, indispensible, and absolutely 
essential.  This is more than it is “best or 
nice that we have it”; this is “we cannot 
do without it.” 
 
I know that this seems to be a fine point 
of words, but it is an important fine 
point.  If I think prayer is “just impor-
tant”, it is possible to come to the con-
clusion that I can actually live the life 
God has called me to in Christ Jesus 
without it.  Yes, it would be very good to 
have it in my life, but not absolutely nec-
essary. 

The Necessity of Prayer By Senior Pastor Jim Steiner 
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If prayer is not absolutely necessary, 
then it would just become a nicety.  It 
would be good and nice to pray, but not 
really necessary unless we were in really 
big trouble, when everything else has 
failed, and our only hope is God! 
 
I would suggest to you that making God 
our only hope is exactly where He would 

have us start.  He would have 
us see and understand that 
prayer, and the power that 
prayer makes available to us, is 
absolutely necessary and indis-
pensible in doing and being 
what He saved us to be.  The 
idea that we can somehow do 
what God has instructed us to 
do without partnering with 
Him to do it is, at best, naive 
and, at worst, arrogance of the 
highest order.   
 
I believe it far healthier for us 
as disciples to not only believe 
in the importance of prayer, 

but in the absolute necessity of prayer.  
If prayer is necessary, then there is 
nothing that we can do or attempt to 
do without it.  It would then become a 
vital part of every endeavor, every at-
tempt to lay hold of God, a vital, essen-
tial part of living every moment of every 
day. 
 
Isn’t that what the Holy Spirit was say-
ing through Paul in 1 Thessalonians 
5:17, where we are instructed that the 
will of God in Christ Jesus is that we 
“pray without ceasing”?  Was that not  

(continued on page 5) 
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During the event, the Smalleys will explain the power of 
dating your mate. Focus on the Family will then provide 

free, downloadable materials and content for cou-
ples to continue dating and strengthening their 

relationship. Then, each month for the next 
year, couples can download a new, free date 
night guide that provides content and ideas for 
their dates. 

 
This event will take place on Friday, February 10 

at The Summit Church. This event is for all cou-
ples in our church and community. They don't have 
to be married, just interested in growing and deepen-
ing in their relationship. We 
will provide the seminar, 
childcare for those with kids, 
and dessert. 

 
Join us at The Summit on Febru-
ary 10 for a fun evening that will 
encourage you and strengthen 
your relationship.  
   - Pastor Brian 

“Marriage breakdown is costly to our kids and to society at large. Divorce and unwed childbearing cost the U.S. taxpayers a 
whopping $112 billion annually. In these economic challenging times, building stronger marriages helps build a stronger na-
tion.”  - from the National Marriage Week website  

The Caring 
Hearts  
Ministry is in need 
of more people who 
would be willing to pro-
vide a meal for someone 
in our church who is in 
the hospital or sick or 

because of other circumstances may need a meal brought in.  You 
can bring it before or after work if necessary.   
 
Another need is for people who would be willing to make food for 
funerals or help serve the meal at the  
funeral luncheon.  If you would be will-
ing to help occasionally with either or 
both of these needs, please call Carol Hoi-
dal at 375-3183and ask her to put you on 
the list.   

Marriage works. Studies show that it makes people hap-
pier, live longer, and build more economic security. Fur-
thermore, children with married parents per-
form better in school. 
 
Deep down, every married person wishes 
they could have a rewarding lifelong com-
mitment with their spouse. But that is be-
coming increasingly difficult in today’s 
world. The result is that many families experi-
ence the painful effects of separation and di-
vorce. 
 
We want to build strong marriages at The Summit 
Church. We are hosting an event by Focus on the 
Family that is intended to strengthen relationships 
and marriages in particular. It’s called The Date Night 
Challenge. 
 
Research shows that dating at least once a month signifi-
cantly improves relationships. The Date Night Challenge is 
two hours of fun and laughter for couples, featuring come-
dian Jeff Allen, singer/songwriter Michael O'Brien and 
bestselling authors Dr. Greg and Erin Smalley.   
 

Discipleship  
Pastor Brian Merz 

 

 

An Event for Strengthening Marriages 

The Date Night  
Challenge 

February 10, 2010 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

The Summit Church 
All couples 

$5 per couple 
(includes dessert  

and  
childcare!) 

Our Comfort  
Ministry meeting will be 
on the 11th of February.  We 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. at 
Moxie Java on Five Mile and 
Overland.  Anyone who likes 
to knit or crochet Is welcome 
to come.  
Or if you 

would just like to see what the 
Comfort Ministry is about, come 
and have a cup of coffee and 
visit with us.  I want to thank all 
of you faithful ladies for a won-
derful 2011 and look forward to 
whatever 2012 has in store for 
us.    
 Sisters in Christ!    -  Marsha  Marsha Clark 

 

 



Exchange Winter Retreat 
February 17 –20 

Trinity Pines in Cascade Idaho 
 

Cost: $100 Due February 1 
 Total $175 due Feb 20 

 
Depart Summit church at 3 p.m.  - 2/17 
Return to Summit Church 1 p.m.—2/20 

 
If the cost of this event is the reason that 
your child is not be participating, please 
contact us.  We will do what we can to 
help defer some of the cost of the event.  
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THE EXCHANGE (Youth group) meets every Wednesday from 7-8:30 p.m. at the church.  Junior and Seniors all meet 
together.  Our Sunday School class meets at 9:45 a..m., with the Senior High and Junior High meeting separately.  

Youth Ministry  

Like all years in youth ministry, 2011 was a year filled with 
success, challenges and accomplishments.  We had an amazing 
winter retreat and a great mission trip.  We provided students 
with events and opportunities to grow together and we put on a 
year of services where we worshipped God and taught truth 
about God that was both deep and relevant to the lives of our 
students.  We saw students commit their lives to God and get 
baptized. We saw students make good decisions about how 
they would spend their time and energy we saw students con-
nect with God in deeply personal ways. 
 
All in all, this year the Exchange contributed to the churches 
overall mission by partnering with students who are becoming 
lifelong followers of Christ. 
 
Two landmark events in our youth ministry calendar of 2011 
were winter retreat and our summer mission trip.  For win-
ter retreat we take students away to Cascade where we had 
three days of worship services, games, small groups, and teach-
ing in an environment that is away from the distractions of 
their normal lives.  For our junior high students, this time is 
often the first time they get away from their parents’ home and 
do Christianity on their own. While it is only a short time, it is 
often a significant time of owning their faith, decisions and 
schedule.   
 
For our senior high students, this time is often a time of con-
necting deeply with a truth. We provide extended times of wor-
ship and prayer when we pray for each other and students open 
up to leaders and peers in a unique way.  For both we use this 
time as a chance to plant a flag in their spiritual life.  Many 

students have a strong sense of being in the presence of God 
when they get away and 2011 was no different.  2011 winter 
retreat was a time when students met with God in a real way.   
 
In the summer, we took a group of students to Yakima Wash-
ington to minister with the Yakima Indians.  The students 
that went spend five days sleeping on concrete floors, waking 
up early, and doing hard work.  In this time they got to pull 
weeds with long thorns, take down small trees and take a num-
ber of trips to the dump.  They helped folks in the name of 
Christ and furthered the goals of a local ministry that works 
full time with the Yakima Indians.  During this time they got to 
be immersed in a culture that was far different than what they 
have seen in Boise.  They learned about a group of people with 
different ideas about how life works and different values than 
what they have learned to value.  In the different culture, they 
got to see the same God working in people.   The students who 
went had an amazing experience and learned to see God as 
even bigger than they thought.  In the students, there is now a 
greater hunger for missions and that alone is worth the time, 
energy and money put into our summer short term mission. 
 
In the overall scheme, the Exchange has had a successful 2011. 
We have enjoyed seeing students grow.  We look forward to an 
even better 2012. We have the traditional events on the sched-
ule and look forward to providing a lot of opportunities for our 
students to grow closer to God through worship, teaching, min-
istry, service and relationships with other believers.   Thank 
you for allowing us to minister to the students of the Summit 
Church, as we look forward to what 2012 will bring us!   
        - Pastor David Teem   

Exchange Winter Retreat 
It is once again time for our Exchange Winter Retreat.  We are really excited about 
this event this year as we are every year. Each year this is the best opportunity to get a 
large group of our students away from their normal lives to spend a few days seeking 

God.  During this retreat we spend tons of time worshipping, 
seeking God in quite time, learning about God through the 
teaching of the word and discussing what God wants from us 
during group discussion time.  In addition to that we pack the 
weekend full of games and hang out time so that students can 
get to know each other and their leader at a deeper level.  I 
understand that it is expensive to get out of town.  But I want 
to encourage you to pray about this event. These types of trips 
provide times of serious growth and reflection for a number of 
students.  We would love to see all of our students participate 
in this amazing opportunity.  Thank you for considering par-

ticipating.     - Pastor David Teem  

Youth Pastor 
David Teem 



Friendly Reminder about Checking in Children 
 

PARENTS:  This is to everyone involved in the Nursery, 2’s & 3’s, Sunday School 4 years-3rd grade, 4’s-Kindergarten 11 am and 
parents and guardians:  Every child is to have a tag with their name on it and you as the parent should have the matching set.  In the 
Nursery and 2’s and 3’s, the children will also have a number on their tag; this is just in case we need to call you out of service.  
Your child’s number will appear in the black box in the front right corner of the sanctuary.  When you drop off your child, you need 
to put one of the tags on your child and take the other one with you.  Then when you pick up your child, you must show the teacher/
assistant that the tags match. Your child can not leave the room without the tag! 
 
TEACHERS/ASSISTANTS: You need to make sure all kids have tags before parents/guardians walk out of the room.  You must 
also check them when they pick the children back up.  If I need to make tags for children, leave me a note on the attendance sheet. 
 
I know that we all feel safe at the Summit Church, which is great, but we do need to put out safety precautions to work; they are there 
for a reason...to keep our children SAFE..  Thanks for your help.  God Bless, Dawn 
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The year of 2011 came and went very fast.  I can’t believe 
I am already gearing up for another VBS.  I will highlight 
some of the bigger events in Children‘s Ministry, but none 
of this is possible without the great volunteers that help 
week after week. 
 

The planning of VBS starts in February 
and doesn’t finish until cleanup the week 
after VBS.  Big Apple was the theme for 
2011 and Dena Myers and her decorating 
crew did a fabulous job of transforming 
the church into the city New York.  For 
months we had people down there paint-
ing murals, boxes and streets lights.  It is 

so much fun to see the kids’ faces on Monday morning 
when they walk in and see the place.  We ended VBS 2011 
by inviting the parents and kids to join the whole church 
for a Pancake Breakfast and the children singing on the 
following Sunday morning.  Once again Dena Myers did 
an awesome job of directing VBS.  Can’t wait to see what 
she pulls together this year.    
 
AWANA still is a very strong program at 
the Summit Church.  Judy Hart is still the 
wonderful Commander and her crew of 
workers are so faithful. 
 
In the fall, we again pulled off Family Fun Night.  One 
bounce house and one combination slide/bounce and this 
year a bungee run all in the sanctuary surrounded by 

games and children running around.  Hot dogs, chips, and 
drinks were provided out in the foyer for those who 
wanted to eat.   
 
New this fall is M.O.P.S.  
Mothers of Preschoolers is 
what it stands for, but it is a 
place for all moms with 
children Kindergarten and 
younger.   So what do we 
do at MOPS?  We usually 
start the time with an icebreaker so we can get to know 
each other better.  Next we have some sort of treat and 
work on our craft.  Finally we turn on the DVD that has a 
great lesson on being a better mom and then discussion 
time.   
 
While the Mom’s are doing all this, the children are in 
Moppets.  This is not just babysitting.  In the two’s and 
older classrooms, they have a lesson, craft, snack and 
much more.  This is the most important part of the pro-
gram because without Moppets, the moms couldn’t attend! 
Thank you Lynn Cantrell, Sharla 
Futrell, Brook Peters, Nevada 
Moore and 
Jesse Palmer 
for taking care 
of the kids in 
Moppets. 
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NEXT MOPS:  
February 15th 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

 CHILD CARE PROVIDED 
Invite your friends! 

Dawn Pile, 
Children’s  

Ministry and 
MOPS 

Director 
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Ladies Book Club  
We are meeting on 
February 22 at 6:30 
p.m. at Moxie Java at 
5 Mile and Overland 
to discuss the book 
Soul Surfer by Beth-
any Hamilton. Please 
call Ginny Haughton 
at 602-9408 if you 
have any questions.   

The Necessity of Prayer by Pastor Jim Steiner 
(continued from page 1) 

 
what Jesus was saying in John 14, when He calls us to do the 
works that He did, even greater works, and then inextricably links 
the “doing” to prayer? 
 
When I read the invitations to pray, the commands to pray, I see 
something more than just “an important thing to do”!  I see God 
inviting, commanding us into a vital, essential, necessary union of 
power through which we can accomplish His purposes and His 
plans in us and through us.  I believe God would have us under-
stand that prayer is more than just important; it is absolutely nec-
essary. 
 
It is way too easy to forget this truth.  It is too easy to see prayer 
as optional, something to do when we run into things we can’t 
handle or are too big for us.  What God has been reminding me 
of is this:  that every moment of every day, I am in over my 
head!  Life is too big for me to handle without Him.  You and I 
were created to live in union with God, and prayer is vital and 
necessary if we are to realize the fullness of that union offered to 
us in Christ. 
 
Bottom line:  Prayer is necessary for the ministry of The Summit 
Church.  Prayer is necessary for every aspect of our daily lives.  
Prayer is necessary not only for the “spiritual” things that we do, 
but for the everyday things that God wants to infuse with His 
power.  Prayer is necessary for every worker to do their work as 
if unto the Lord.  Prayer is necessary and essential for every par-
ent to be the mother or father God would have them be and every 
husband and wife to be the spouse God would have them be.  
Prayer is absolutely necessary for every part of life, no matter 
how big or small, as God calls us to live it with Him and for Him.  
Fact is, we cannot and should not attempt anything without God.   
 
Let us, as people of The Summit Church, lay hold of the will of 
God and practice prayer as the necessary power to live this life 
God has given us in Christ.  
 
Praying and living, living and praying, 
Pastor Jim 
 
P.S. “Praying without ceasing” – A number of years ago a pro-
fessor helped me understand how one could, in a practical way, 
pray without ceasing.  He said that he had come to understand it 
this way:  When our minds are not occupied by or focused on a 
necessary task at hand, then once released, our thoughts would 
immediately drift back to God.  Even though there are countless 
legitimate interruptions, when freed from those interruptions, we 
simply pick up the conversation where we had left off!  Over the 
years I have found his word to be both instructional and challeng-
ing.  It becomes clearer and even more profound when we ask 
God to teach us what it means to “pray without ceasing.”  I invite 
you to give it a try.  See what God will do.   

Last month’s picture (on left) was Chip Knight!   
Below right:  Board member or pastor? 

The start date of the Spring session has 
been changed to this Saturday, Febru-
ary 4th at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
(lower level) because of the Super Bowl. 
The following meetings will be on Sun-
days from 6-8 p.m. as scheduled.   
 
Questions? Contact Alan or Nora Miller at 
336-9903.  
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Dan Williams 

God has again blessed our church and allowed us to be a blessing to others during the 2011 year. The Board 
deeply appreciates each of our hard-working, faithful volunteers who help accomplish our many ministries. 
God’s work at The Summit Church would not get done without the love and dedication of every one of you. 
 
While volunteers are critical to all of our programs, we absolutely could not have moved forward without 
our staff that provided another year of excellent teaching, counsel, leadership, and encouragement. At the 
end of last year, we celebrated Pastor Jim’s 20th year serving at The Summit and near the end of this year, 
we celebrated Pastor Brian’s 20th year of service. The Board thanks them both for their faithful service and 
Chad, David, and Dawn for their loving pastoral and program leadership. We also thank Yvonne, Venise, 
Ruthanne, and Troy for the critical support they provide in keeping the building and office functioning at a 
high level. 
 
Giving to the General fund was less than our budget this year as the weak economy continues, but staff was 
able to curtail expenses in many areas so we actually improved our year end balances. One significant cost 
reduction area was a change in our health insurance program. We are still seeking ways to reduce summer 
water costs by working with the local irrigation district.  We thank God that through your faithful giving 
and our reduced expenses, we have been able to meet all basic financial needs.  
 
In addition to our own needs and regular missions giving, which is 10% of all general income, this was our 
3rd year to participate in the Advent Conspiracy program. By giving fewer Christmas gifts to ourselves 
and donating that money to Africa New Life in Rwanda, we have been able to support a quad of 16 
young men and purchase land for farming and future building sites with the three year total of 
$26,000. Our church members also independently support nearly 200 orphans and children in the 
Africa New Life program! 
 
Mission trips played an important part of this year’s outreach programs. Teams or individuals from The 
Summit Church served beyond Boise in Rwanda, Romania, The Ukraine, Vietnam, Yakima WA, McDer-
mitt OR, Joplin MO, and Grangeville ID. Our church helps with project costs on most of these trips but par-
ticipants cover their own travel expenses.  If you haven’t been on a mission trip, please prayerfully consider 

one in your future. A mission trip will change your 
understanding of the gospel - and your life. The 
Summit also financially supports several mission-
ary teams and we had the pleasure of hosting one 
this summer for a few weeks, the Murza family from 
Romania. We plan to have more interaction with 
mission families next year as the ABC missions pro-
gram has changed to have more direct church con-
tact and personal involvement. 
 
Building permits were finally approved in the spring 
so work related to the new entrance could begin. 
There were several stages beginning with installing 
new doors and rebuilding the wall at the back of the 
worship center to provide a quieter worship experi-
ence. New types of lower watta ge lights were added 
in the worship center to reduce energy costs. The 
rebuilt control center for the audio and visual equip-
ment looks better and provides a better work space. 
New speakers in the foyer provide clearer sound for 
those needing to sit outside the worship center. The 
new portico and entrance doors define the main en-
trance and revised the traffic flow to make it easier 
to greet people as they enter the foyer. The new 
exit door on the east outside wall provides more  

(continued on page 7) 

Gail Jones 

Alan Miller 

Chip Knight 

Errol Lester 

David Sherman 

Jerry Heimbuch 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

General Fund as of 1/23/2012 
Weekly Budget:                   $ 12,746 
Last Week’s Income:                     $   8,883 
2012 Year-to-Date (3 weeks):    
Budget:         $ 40,058 
Income:          $ 41,139 
Expense:         $ 27,785 
 

2011 Income Year-to-date:             $ 39,921 
 

Building / Debt Free in Three Fund:  
Monthly Budget:       $    2,406 
Actual Income in December:   $    6,555 
Actual Expenses in December:    $    2,406 
 

Building Mortgage Balance  
     as of 12/31/11:  $   90,984 
     as of 1/17/12:   $   89,210 
      

Full financial reports are available upon request.  
Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Ministry Board Chairman’s Annual Report 2011 



safety in the event of an emergency. Remodeling the back 
wall provided an easily visible space for art exhibits. The 
new patio area will provide a nice greeting and discus-
sion area during good weather. And finally, the 
soon to be refinished and remodeled coffee 
and information desk will look and function 
better. Special thanks to contractor and mem-
ber Randy Hodgkinson, his crew, and to all 
that worked so diligently on the many ele-
ments of this project.   
 
During 2011, we had 20 baptisms, 11 baby 
dedications and welcomed 20 new members. 
Many great programs and outreaches were done 
this year. A partial list includes: The Dave Ram-
sey Financial Peace Seminars continue to pro-
vide great life lessons on handling money and 
getting out of debt for congregants and local 
community residents. A Mothers of Preschoolers 
Program, MOPS, was started to provide a very 
important community service. The AWANA 
program continues to serve many families in the 
valley. A garden was planted on our east prop-
erty and fresh produce was provided for the local 
food bank. Wonderful dinners and programs are 
regularly provided for seniors. Nearly 100 mem-
bers gathered to paint the five portable school-
rooms at Lake Hazel Middle School. Services 
were held at Julia Davis Park with river bap-
tisms as another way to reach into the community. 
More than 50 members helped serve Thanksgiving din-
ners to military families at the Gowen Field Base at 
Thanksgiving. Many, many meals were provided to 
church families in times of illness and death by caring 
members of The Summit Church. The Board sincerely 
appreciates all that is done by so many of you. These 
deeds and works are often unseen and not thanked by 
man, but our God loves the hearts that reach out to 
help others. 
 
In addition to being the oversight and governing body of 
the church, the Board has responsibility for business op-
erations and policies of the church. This year the Board did 

the following: 
· Revised the Building Use Application which is 

mainly required for any group or user that is not a part 
of our regular ministry program. Members use it 
for receptions, family anniversary gatherings etc. 
 

· The Surplus Property Policy was revised 
to eliminate the references to committees. If you 
haven’t thought about it much, you might be sur-
prised to learn how committee-less we are under 
the constitution adopted in 2004. 
 

· Developed a policy to more accurately 
define Full and Part Time Employees for in-
surance and payroll matters. 
 

· Adopted an Open Carry Gun Policy to 
help address situations when someone brings an 
exposed gun onto our property. Our position is 
that while every citizen has the right to carry a 
gun openly, it is also our right as property owners 
to ask that they lock it up or leave the premise. 
 

· Provided Giving Update Letters with a 
record of giving to all attendees every four 
months in addition to the end of year tax report.  
 

· Purged the Membership List of those that 
have not been active in any manner for one year and 
who do not ask to be left on the membership rolls as 
provided in the constitution. 

 

2011 was a very good year. We trust that we have served 
you honestly, openly, and faithfully as we pursued what 
we interpreted to be God’s will for the believers who 
gather together at The Summit Church.  We appreciate 
your trust and support and it was our pleasure and 
privilege to serve as your Ministry Board in 2011.  
 
 — Jerry Heimbuch, Chairman; Gail Jones, Vice Chair-
man; Alan Miller, Treasurer; Members; Chip Knight, Errol 
Lester, Eric Murrell, Dan Williams, and Pastor Jim 
Steiner.  

Ministry Board Chairman’s Annual Report  
(continued from page 6) 

So great to see Dan Wil-
liams upright and feeling 
better!  Praise God! 

THANK YOU!   
It’s with much gratitude and appreciation that 
we thank the family of Summit Church for all 
you have done.  Thank you for all the lovely 
food (Carol Hoidal especially!), cards and vis-
its and all your many prayers.  We thank our 
Lord for you and how He has used you greatly. 
Gratefully and in love,  
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College and Career 
 

We are doing a series called "Guard Rails" on setting 
personal and Biblical boundaries on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
at The Summit Church, room A106 led by Kevin Booe 
and David Sherman.  Our regular Bible study meets at 
Jared Reiman’s on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. and we are 
going through some of the parables.   
For more information, please call Jared at 208/608-8181 or email 
jdprov8@hotmail.com or check out our facebook page: Summit Boise College 
& Career Group.  
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amazing paintings, sketches and so much more. This art was 
displayed after each workshop for the congregation to enjoy. 
Leading up to Advent, Debb invited artists to feature their works 
in an exhibit surrounding the Incarnation. The results of the ex-
hibit were incredible. We saw so much talent, it was breathtak-
ing! Our congregation was blessed and God was glorified 
through the gifting of his people.  
 
This year saw the beginning of an official Tech Team at The 
Summit Church as Dion Friedt took audio and visual under his 
care. We also saw a Visual Design Team come on board led by 
Joanne Kimey and Diana Patrick. They have been responsible 
for the visual designs in the Worship Center.  

 
This fall we helped host a fundrais-
ing event for Love INC and led wor-
ship at The Egyptian Theatre down-
town. We brought Dennis Agajanian 
in November to work with one of 
our worship teams where we did a 
Saturday Evening Concert and two 
Sunday morning services together. 
This was such a refreshing time and 
a chance for us to improve on our 
craft.  
 
Advent is always such a powerful 
time and this year was no exception. 
We saw each team provide amazing 
times of worship giving everyone in 
our congregation an opportunity to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
 

Our worship teams have gone to the latest in planning and com-
munication software as we joined Planning Center Online. 
We’re now fully functional. Our run sheets, charts, rehearsal 
files, artwork and scheduling tools are now “in the cloud”. I 
have to say….it’s a bit scary being this organized. There really 
are some good things about living in the future.  
 
Whew!! I know there’s more and I’m sure to have left some 
things and people out; my apologies.  
  
And now we head into 2012. Are there plans laid for the coming 
year concerning Worship and Arts? Yes. We have plans and 
dreams to become better artists for the Kingdom and to attract 
and impact a community for Christ. Will 
there be change as a result? Yes; but only in 
God’s time and as we wait for what tomor-
row brings, we’ll continue to do as we’ve 
done in the past. We will hold our hands 
and hearts open to what He has in store for 
us.  
 
I look forward to serving with you through-
out this year. I can’t wait to worship with 
you!  With His Music,  Pastor Chad   
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Chad Marvin  
Pastor of Worship 

and Arts  

 

It’s amazing how time flies. I’m certain that, not a day ago, I 
was making plans for 2011 and looking forward to what God 
would call us to do in the coming year at The Summit Church. 
Wow! I wonder if someone could slow the clock down.  
 
2011 was amazing for us! God blessed greatly and gave us 
opportunity to serve on so many levels. We had three worship 
teams rotating weekly including our choral / orchestral team 
and a team led by Katy Knight. This band introduced a 
younger sound into our main worship services. Our goal here 
was to begin ministering to a younger generation at The Sum-
mit Church in the way of music and give another up and com-
ing Worship Leader (Katy) an opportunity to dive into minis-
try. She did, and in the fall, after 
seeking God, made the decision to 
become Worship Intern. We ask 
you to pray with Katy as she con-
tinues her two year program as 
Worship Intern and her journey 
into the arts ministry.  
 
On Good Friday, we had our 
“Come and Go” service which 
gave our congregation and 
neighborhood an opportunity to 
visit four interactive scenes and 
remember what Jesus did on the 
cross for us. On Easter Sunday, 
combined teams performed Han-
del’s Messiah. What a celebra-
tion!! 
 
Summer brought with it two mis-
sion trips…one to Romania and one to Ukraine. In Romania, 
our worship team reached out to communities through the 
local church by way of community service projects, MAD 
camps (music art & drama) and concerts. Many Romanians 
and Americans were given opportunity to see Jesus here. Our 
hosts, Otniel and Dana Murza, were also able to set foot into 
three public schools to begin sharing the gospel. They’ve 
since formed relationships with the faculty of those schools 
and have begun Bible clubs in each. This is not something 
easily achieved in a post-communist culture. Praise God!! The 
Ukraine trip was taken by a smaller team of four which broke 
off from the Romania group. They were sent to Kiev as an 
Advance Team to meet with John Musgrove, our missionary 
there, and talk to him about some ways in which a mission 
team could reach out this Summer. When the team left Kiev 
they had a better understanding of how to help John. This 
coming summer we’ll send a mission team there to do English 
Club (come to the meeting on January 29th to find out what 
that is) and do community service projects like we did in Ro-
mania. 
 
Early on in the year, Debb Taylor began “Art At The Summit” 
a workshop ministry designed to give our congregation oppor-
tunity to use their visual arts gifting. Debb did an incredible 
job gathering people of all ages and helping them create 

Our Visual and De-
sign Team: from 
left:  Nancy Patrick, 
Joanne and Kevin 
Kimey and Diana 
Patrick.  
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First Impressions 
My wife and I returned to our favorite place to enjoy Mexican food over the long weekend. We have enjoyed dinner there a half 
dozen times now but are hardly "regulars". We were greeted at the door by a diminutive Spanish speaking man sporting a big smile 
saying, welcome home amigos. Even now looking back on it I have a warm feeling. I began thinking about the odd greeting and how 
sincere and honest it came across. Three words spoken so sincerely say so much. The next day, Sunday I mentioned it to several and 

even used it myself to greet some who entered the church. I have a vision for "The Summit" that both visitors and 
cherished friends entering the church would feel it as a home coming. Taking it one step further I can envision 
Jesus one day saying to us those same words, "Welcome home friends.”  
 

MAST Ministry 
Praise God! He has just recently spoken to the hearts of three of our brothers and they have joined the MAST 
team. Jim Christina, Doug Tangen, and Mark Freeman welcome the chance to serve the Lord through service 
to His children. The vision of this group is to provide for those who are not physically or financially able to 
have small jobs done. Since many of us still work, we are not always able to respond immediately, but give us 
a try by calling me at 362-3775.  - Dan Danney Clark 

 

SSOS  
POTLUCK & 

MEETING 
(Seniors Serving Our Sav-

ior) 
 

Please join us at our January 
SSOS potluck on Monday, 
February 20, at 12:30 PM 
in the large fellowship hall 
(lower level of the church).   
 
Invite a friend to enjoy the great food and fellow-
ship with us, and bring a main dish, salad, or desert 
to share.  For more information call Ned or Janet 
Bryant at 658-8270 or 830-7201. 

Men’s Wednesday Night  
Bible Study 

7 p.m. in the foyer 
 

Men!  We are continuing our study on the 
Book of Acts.  Bring a friend and join us at 7 
p.m. in the front entrance of the church by the 
coffee.  Questions?  Call Gail (724-4805)  

Missions Support Ministry  
 

Next workday is THIS FRIDAY, February 3, from 9 to 11 
a.m. in the large fellowship hall downstairs.  Bring your own 
scissors please.   
 
Thank you so much for continuing to bring in your old blankets, 
bed spreads, mattress pads and flannel sheets for making quilts 
and clothes or any other donations for the needy!  Please put 
them in the box under the coat rack (which is now between the 
very front entrance doors facing Overland Rd.) marked 
“Missions.”   Thanks to your help, we were able to take 5 

quilts to City Light 
last month!  And 
they are always 
VERY appreci-
ated!! 
 
 Thank you! - Jean 
(322-8832) and 
Joyce (861-1523).   

Jean Patterson 

  

Joyce Smith 

Gail Jones 

Art at the Summit 
 

Katy Knight presents an art tech-
nique on  

Saturday Feb 11  
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon  

Admission Free!  
Cash Donations welcome! 

All Ages, No experience neces-
sary!  Please signup. 

Look for entering our new art ex-
hibit coming this Easter.  More 

details to come in the bulletin! 
 

  Any questions, contact Debb Taylor at 377-4174. 
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Jim (Judy) Steiner—Senior Pastor 
 
Jim was born and raised in Lodi, California.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Natural Resources from Humboldt State University, as well as a Master of Divinity de-
gree from Talbot Theological Seminary, a graduate school of Biola University.  He was 
ordained in 1981 and has been in pastoral ministry for over thirty years.  Prior to the call 
to ministry, Jim worked in California’s Employment Development Department, the U.S. 
Forest Service, and the National Park Service as a park ranger. 
 
Jim has served as a servant leader of the Treasure Valley Prayer Summits as well as a 

board member of Treasure Valley Festivals, Treasure the Valley, Mission Media, Luis Palau Treasure Valley Festival, and numerous 
other boards and committees.  He has also chaired the task group that facilitated the reorganization of the Northwest Region of the 
American Baptist Churches and has served as advisor and consultant to the Executive Director of two international mission organiza-
tions.  Jim presently serves as a mentor pastor of the American Baptist Churches of the Northwest. 
 
Judy was born and raised in Merced, California.  She has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Home Economics from the University of 
California at Davis, as well as a Bachelor of Science Degree in Dietetics-Food Administration from Cal Poly at San Luis Obispo.  
She derived great joy in being a stay-at-home mom and homeschooling their sons for a number of years.  She currently is employed 
by St. Luke’s Boise as a Registered Dietitian specializing in Bariatrics (weight loss surgery). 
 
Jim and Judy met at a Navigator campus ministry retreat near Santa Cruz, California in 1977 and were married in Anaheim while 
Jim was in seminary.  They have been married for 33 years.  Jim and Judy were called to First Baptist Church of Newport, Washing-
ton as pastor and wife in 1981.  It was there that their three sons, Nathan, Ben, and David, were born.  They served the Newport 
church for nine years before coming to Second Baptist Church of Boise, Idaho (The Summit Church) in 1990.  All three of their sons 
have graduated from college.  Nathan and David live in Southern California and Ben lives in Boise. 
 
Jim and Judy enjoy travel and especially camping in their tent trailer.  As a family, they have traveled to most of the National Parks 
in the western half of the United States and have spent numerous weeks over the years exploring the Oregon coast.  They also enjoy 
history and, with their sons, have twice visited Washington, D.C. and many of the Revolutionary and Civil War historical sites.  Judy 
enjoys reading, cooking, and spending time with the family.  Jim enjoys building things, being a handyman, and gardening. 
 

Brian (Angie) Merz, Discipleship Pastor 
 
Brian was born in 1964 in Seal Beach, California.  His family moved to Boise in 1974 when his dad became a professor at BSU.  He 
attended Highlands Elementary, North Junior High and graduated from Boise High School in 1983 before receiving a BS in Interper-
sonal Communications with a Math Minor from the University 
of Idaho in 1987.  He obtained his MA in Biblical Studies and 
Ministry from the Cole Center for Biblical Studies in 1991 and 
has served on the staff of The Summit Church since October 
1991. 
 
He met Angie through a mutual friend when they were both in 
college - she a student at BSU while he attended UI.  They dated 
for three years and were married in 1989.  Angie has a BA in 
Elementary Education and taught 3rd grade at Taft Elementary 
School for seven years.  She became a stay-at-home mom when 
Isabella was born.  They have two talented children, Isabella and 
Benjamin.  Isabella is a sophomore at Boise High School and 
enjoys playing the viola.  Benjamin is in the 7th grade and is 
homeschooled. He enjoys basketball and airsoft.   
 
Brian enjoys skiing in the winter and gardening in the summer.   
He collects and trains bonsai trees and loves very HOT salsa, 
Thai food, and listening to reggae music & Motown.  He also  
(continued on page 11) 
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enjoys reading for pleasure, finishing a book almost every week.  And you know when he is at The Summit because you can spot his 
first car which he still drives, his ‘79 VW bus.        
 

Chad (Jen) Marvin, Worship Pastor 
 
Chad grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  He was a 
typical boy, active with his friends, his family's ac-
tivities and playing drums.  He wrote his first song 
at the age of six.  At the age of seven he made a de-
cision to give his life to Christ and dreamed of be-
coming a writer. While in High School, he recorded 
his first demo “I’ll Follow You”, which earned him 
a trip to Nashville and a commitment to pursue mu-
sic as a lifelong career.  He attended Grand Valley 
State University in Michigan, majoring in vocal per-
formance.  While in school he worked for Peterson 
Lure Productions and worked with worship bands 
through-out the mid-west while performing with his 
own band.    
 
God called Chad to Pastoral ministry in 1995, and in 
1999, he and his wife Jen came to Boise.  During his 
residency in the Treasure Valley, he has had the 
opportunity to lead worship all over the world.  He’s written for Universal Nashville’s Christian Music Division, recorded and pro-
duced several worship team albums, his own solo project entitled “Far Side Of The World” and a radio single titled “When Heaven 
Came To Earth”.  He currently leads music and mission teams into Romania and Ukraine through The Summit Church where he has 
served as Worship Pastor for nine years. 
 
Chad’s favorite hobbies are watching movies, digital painting and baking pizza in his earth oven.  His wife Jen plays viola for the 
Boise Philharmonic and the Boise Baroque Orchestra.  She heads up a “First Fridays” series featuring various instrumentalists from 
the area and has two albums out.  As of the writing of this bio on January 16th, he and Jen have been married (in love) for 6,792 days 
and going strong! They have three dogs – Gustav, Casey and Cameron. 
 

Dawn (Jeff) Pile,  
Children’s Ministry and MOPS Director 
 
Dawn grew up in Lodi, California and attended Biola 
for two years before transferring to CSU Stanislaus to 
study Early Childhood Education.  She met Jeff at 
school and they married in September 1992.  They both 
finished degrees while working full time; Dawn at a 
group home for severely emotional disturbed children 
as well as at a Head Start Preschool.  She loved work-
ing with both groups of children. 
 
Jeff and Dawn have three children:  Nathan is a fresh-
man at Mountain View, David’s a 7th grader at Lake 
Hazel Middle School, and Princess Emily is a 5th 
grader at Silver Sage.  The boys both love lacrosse and 
air soft, with David more like Jeff’s side of the family - 
serious and academically driven while Nathan is more 

like Dawn’s family…social!  Emily truly changed the direction of their family as they got to add pink and glitter. She loves to do 
crafts, polish her nails and play board games.    (continued on page 12) 

Meet our Pastors! 
(continued from page 10) 

 



Dawn worked part time at Turlock Christian Preschool in CA as Assistant Director and teacher.  When Emily was born, they decided  
it was time to stay home until she started kindergarten.  The Pile family left CA in the fall of 2005 when they moved to Boise and 
(they love it here.  Dawn worked for the Meridian School District as a Safe School Assistant before coming on staff at The Summit 
Church in 2009.   She is also the coordinator of the new Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) program.  In addition to helping Dawn 
with many of the children’s program activities, Jeff also headed the MAST (Men’s Action Service Team) ministry for several years. 

 
David (Amy) Teem, Youth Pastor 
 
David was born in 1979 in Stockton California.  His dad was in the Navy so he has spent time 

as a child in a number of states.  In order, they are: California, 
South Carolina, Florida, Washington, Georgia, Arkansas, 
Texas, and finally Boise, Idaho.  He spent the largest amount 
of time in Arkansas where he attended high school and com-
pleted his undergraduate studies at the University of Arkansas 
(GO HOGS!). 
 
He met Amy while in college and they married the summer before their final year at UA.  She pur-
sued a degree in philosophy while he earned his degree in education (BSE).  It was also during this 
time that David was called to do church ministry professionally.  After graduating, he pursued his 
master’s degree from Dallas Theological Seminary where he studied Christian Education. 
 
During seminary, David worked at Heritage Church in Dallas.  Shortly after graduation, David and 
Amy had their first child, John Elijah (Eli).  After leaving Heritage Church, David interviewed at the 
Summit Church and accepted a call to come minister here in March of 2009.  At The Summit,  he 
and Amy were blessed with their second child, Emory Fox.  In three years of youth ministry at the 
Summit, they have seen students grow in Christ and look forward to seeing what God is doing in 
their lives, the lives of their leaders and the lives of our students. David pursues a number of hobbies 
including, snowboarding, reading, softball, shooting. legerdemain and pestering the church secretar-
ies.  
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Getting a Grip: Finding Balance in Your Daily Life, is our next 
Bible study for women at The Summit. Small groups will be-
gin meeting: 

·  Tuesday, March 3, from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m. (childcare 
available) and  

· Thursday, March 8, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the classrooms 
near the elevator downstairs.  

 
Groups will meet weekly until April 24 and 26, with the excep-
tion of March 27 and 29 for spring break. 
  
Getting a Grip, by Bill Hybels and Kevin and Sherry Harney, 
is a study that guides you toward wise choices and disciplined 
action in five vital areas of your life: your time, your health, 
your finances, your spiritual life and your relationships. As you 
learn what the Bible has to say about each of these, you'll dis-

Meet our Pastors! 
(continued from page 11) 

cover how able and eager Jesus is to help you obtain solid 
traction on the road of life.  
 
Workbooks will be available for $7.50 at the first session. 
To insure adequate resources to begin the study, please reg-
ister no later than Friday, Feb. 17. Online sign-up is 
strongly encouraged at www.summitchurchboise.org. A 
registration form can be reached by 
clicking on the “Upcoming Events” 
tab. To register by phone, please 
call Chris Kulchak at 362-0084, call 
or text at 283-2394 or email ckul-
chak@hotmail.com.  
 
 We hope you'll join us in our new 
adventure in Scripture!  
       - Chris Chris Kulchak 

 

New Bible Study for Women Begins March 6 and 8 



InTouch Page 13 ������������������ !"#��"$�#%���"�#%������������������ !"#��"$�#%���"�#%������������������ !"#��"$�#%���"�#%������������������ !"#��"$�#%���"�#%� ���

“Mom, is our house a public or a private house?” Nick, 8, asked. “A private residence,” she replied. “Well,” he continued, it seems 
like both--because a family lives here so it’s private, and we can invite guests so it’s public.” 
Thoughts to ponder: Do you have a seat saved in your church sanctuary? If you discover someone else is in your seat, does it “set 
you off?” Do you grumble? Does it distract you from praising God? Invite others to your seat. Invite others to worship God. 
Related Scripture: Colossians 4:5 “ Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.”     
                      (Used by permission: School of Faith Publishing) 
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